Women in the Arts in 198
Since then the organiz

=

Eilen Gavin founded Brava! for

accomplishments have st

a Bay Area cultural landscape
marked by constant uphill stmggles
for creative and economic s

A theater company that i

center, and part community fall-in
shelter, Brava! has nurtured and
inspired va — most prc)mmenb
lv thos
— that othe
been heard.
Bug what’s most aw
about Gavin’s organ
its progressive politi
mitment to deepening societal
.debate. The bottom line is that
- come he]l ar hlgh water, Brava!

e might never have

T the yeare the group’s annui-
dget has mushroomed from a
ew thuusand dol]ars toa health‘, :

-aga, Anne Galjour, and Flkn

Sebastian. Brava! has sponsored
workshops for budding writers and
i s as well as programs |
specxhca v aimed at unleashing
the voices of Chicana and Native
American women. And Drama-
DIVAS, aprogram for gay
tecnagers, has taken root and flour-
ished oo. :
Taking care of business is
Gavin's specialty. Brava’s 42-year-
intense intelligent,
e, and dl'tlLlilatE and

described, re o]vq:a ar_ound emp_ow
ering the dispossessed — through
social, politi

bureaucratic obstacles:

and into the future.

_ Once convinced she’s

war or-building

> right, Gavin refuses to give up.
Today an unwavering commit-

ment to a radical political agenda
faces both conservative backlash
and fashionable (and convenient)-
cynicism, biit Gavin’s vision is
unwavering.

“The way I learned to do things
was shaped ago,” she
explains, talking about her experi-
ence as a student at the Unive
of Mass setts at Amherst dur-
ing the politically turbulent carly
1970s. “If we wanted to do some-

i st go abead and
do it, whether it w
od co-op. 1

- Brav

; protesting the

learned to think in terms of not the ™

¥

obstacles but the goals.” .
That Gavin eventuaily was
elected UMass stud dy presi-
dent would be unsurprising to any-
one familiar with her work at
would her attempt to
unionize the student budv while in

office.

After graduation she founded a

" shelter for battered women in

Springfield, Mass., and:
moved west, In'198 (1

nce that inspiied HEI to write The
Roof’s on Fire, a play that won the

acclaim dunnL., its 1993

world premiere at the M

on Cul-
tural Center. ;
Although she has several works
in progress and a great deal of tal
ent, Gavin currently is giving be
organizational work at Br.
priority. Her plans include bidding
for the now-vacant space on 24th
Street that once lmused the York

“It’s an mcredlhle space,
says, first d::t.ﬂlmg a laun

advantages the deal promises. §
menu: s a spdce fox chﬂdrcn

ac for many of the
venueless performance com-
0 use and support.
“Escrow is supposed to close at
the end of August, ” she enthuses.
“Ie’ll take us a year to get the v
7, but there’s s
ith it.
i fe to say that if it can be
done, Gavin will see to it that it
willbe.m




